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Alice: I designed these for the quilts for the County Fair. They didn’t have anything for 
the quilts at the county fair so I designed this for them (showing me a pattern for a quilt 
stand). This is also a picture of me with my blue ribbon. I just happened to come across 
this. It was in the Vernal Express. We were talking about photographs, since it will take 
so much time, I thought that maybe it might be easier if I go through those books for the 
dates that we need and take them out of my photograph albums, take off the pictures off 
from the back. Then you won’t have to go through all that other stuff. 

Ellen: What ever you feel comfortable with. 

Alice: I was just trying to reduce the load off from you. 

Ellen: We are always right in the middle of having loads on us so that is no problem. 
Alice: I didn’t know the birth of my spouse’s father’s birthplace. 

Ellen: That’s okay. 

Alice: I know approximately when it was. It was in Kansas. It was up north a little bit. 
He married an Indian lady. I don’t know what her name was. She belonged to the tribe 
right there in Northern Kansas. Maybe I can look that up and I might come across 
something. I know that his name was Luther. Again, my hand writing, I was trying to 
write it down while I was thinking of it. It won’t be all that, yeah. 

Ellen: We are at the home of Alice White, 157 East 200 North. She has agreed to share 
some of her history with us about the things that she has shared with others here in 
Uintah County. We will turn the time to her now. 

Alice: Again, like I said before, I will need my own notes. 

Ellen: You’re more than welcome to do that. 

Alice: Okay, my name is Alice Lois Bowman White. I was born August 2, 1924 in 
Prince George County, Takoma Park, Maryland. My father’s name was Hubert Willis 
Bowman. He died at the age of ninety- nine in 2003. I don’t know what day he was born. 
He was born in Hagerstown, Maryland. My mother’s name is Dorothy Louise 
Konigmacher. She died at age fifty-seven [cira 1944]. I was the only child. My mother’s 
birthplace was somewhere in Pennsylvania. I can’t remember but it was a Seventh Day 


Page 1 of 28 



Adventist Hospital. The date of my marriage is June 1957 right here in Vernal, Utah. Mr. 
Freeman, I think he was the Justice of the Peace, preformed the ceremony. 

My spouse’s name is Theodore Elmer White. His birthday is December 8, 1905. 
He died in 1977. He was born in Garnet, Kansas. His father’s name if Luther White. His 
mother’s was an Indian lady and I do not remember her name. I am sure that I could get 
in touch with one of the family members but I didn’t think it that important. The children 
of our marriage were James Roger White, the only child of this marriage. 

I had a daughter out of wedlock and her name was Juanita Irene Bowman. She 
became my life and became my only reason for living. So I was a single mother and 
working like everybody else does. 

Now, back to our family history; I was born August 2, 1924 in Tacoma Park, 
Maryland at 72 Flower Avenue. It was a home birth. My father you’ve already heard. I 
was the only child. My family, going back way, way back, was descendants from Austria, 
Germany. They came into the Ephrata in Pennsylvania; it is called the Ephrata Cloister. It 
was a monastery. It has a history; it is now a National Historical Site because of its 
importance. Its importance nationally goes back to George Washington and Delaware. 
There were so many soldiers that were getting sick with that swamp disease. George 
Washington knew of the monastery and knew of their dedication to service. He asked 
them to please take care of the soldiers. They nursed as many as they could back to 
health. He sent 500 over but 300 died, including some of the members of the Cloister. I 
have history books on the Cloister because it is very very important. My direct 
descendant left the monastery life and moved out into the community and developed the 
city of Ephrata, Pennsylvania. He became a hotel owner, a manufacturer, a very 
important figure. I think that that matters. 

Ellen: I think that is a reflection of what you are. 

Alice: I probably did. Not realizing it, I probably inherited quite a bit of those industrial 
leadership jeans. It just came out of me. I didn’t know why. Now I recognize so many 
people, how they are and why they are. Anyway, it is definitely on the National Historical 
Site Register. Anybody that goes there can see this building. I have inside information on 
the cemetery because I have a great-grandmother that is buried there. I have other 
relatives buried there. 

I can belong to the Daughters of the American Revolution. I have chosen not too 
particularly because many of their projects didn’t seem to me very nationally beneficial. 
They were a giv’me, giv’me, you ought to do this or you ought to do that kind of thing. I 
chose not to but I got the okay from New York. I could be a member anytime. I didn’t 
choose to do that. Let’s see, where am I? 

Also, there were quite a few others, ministers, that went out did not stay at the 
monastery. Instead of being a monastery for one sex, if they brought there families, the 
women were on the top floor and the men on the lower floor. The women and children 
were together but they were separated in other words, they didn’t have sex anymore. It 
was part of the religious worship, but you could live there as a family. 

I was an unwanted child. My mother and father, I think I was three or four years 
old when they divorced. He got a divorce on her misbehavior with all the local boys and 
so he got custody of me. But, he didn’t want me either. My grandmother, on my mother’s 
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side, said, “Okay, you pay us for her support and we will take care of her but we really 
don’t want her.” I was raised by my grandmother. It was that kind of a situation so that I 
wound up most of the day, we had a woods near our home and all of the time except 
winter months, I was just a little wandering child in the woods. So, me and Mother 
Nature became very good friends. 

There was a time later on that my father decided he didn’t want to buy shoes; he 
didn’t want to do this; he didn’t want to do that, so he decided to take me back. He put 
me with his parents and they didn’t want me. He got me with one of my uncles and he 
didn’t want me and so on and so on. I was unwanted and because of that neglect I was 
also abused. I lived there for years and years and finally my father got married and his 
second wife. She was a red-headed tempered person. The least little thing that I would do, 
she would beat me. Well, you wouldn’t think that my father would accept this but one 
day he went out in the woods and got her a whip. Anyway, I did something, I don’t know 
what I did, I disobeyed and she got mad at me and she threw the whole set of dishes, all 
the dishes and everything that they had just got married with, she threw that whole set of 
dishes at me. It broke them all. He told her to behave herself, to shut it off and he finally 
socked her. He made her go into another room. I went into my little cubbyhole that I had 
in another room. He later on at court said the he had no idea that any of this was going 
on. That was an absolute lie. He helped with the whole thing. The neighbors, I would 
play with a little boy next door. His mother would see the bruises and black and blue 
marks on me all of the time. One time, one time we had a rabbit, this rabbit scratched my 
dress. It was the only dress that I would wear to church. She got mad and she beat me and 
I had black and blue bruises all over me. She did tell my grandmother and the elementary 
teacher took me into the bathroom and inspected and established also that I was being 
beaten and abused. Instead of both of them going back to court and getting a trail for 
abuse, my grandmother, on my mother’s side, accepted me back. She said, “We don’t 
want you, but we won’t have you beaten.” They gave me a little bed in the eaves of the 
upstairs. 

Ellen: You had a very sad childhood, I’m sorry. 

Alice: Yes, but I have risen above that now. I am just telling you this to be factual. 
Rather than go to court, see they were charged but rather than go to court and have a 
sentence, they gave me back to my grandparents. 

Next it says. Who were the most important people in your life? Well, during 
that mess, I had a little girlfriend. Her name was Francis Wolf. She was about my only 
friend and resource. 

Now we get to the good stuff. Who where the important people in your life? 

My Ted! And my second spouse. My Ted was my first husband, but I say second spouse 
because if I had married John Henry Carter I could have lost my entire annuity, my 
money from Ted. Ted had ridden high in the National Parks Service and I was getting 
quite a nice livelihood. So, we thought that that was the best thing to do, was just for us to 
cohabitate, our own souls were married and we were twenty-three years together and he 
died. Both Ted and John died. 

Did you have any special childhood memories? I have already talked about that. 
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What interest or talents did you have early on? Music, Art, Literature, and I 
liked automobiles. I was always around when my uncle was working on our old 
automobile. I became very versed mechanically knowing how they work and even how to 
fix. [I also enjoyed] making something out of broken articles. This came about because I 
lived near a dump and I would go down to the dump and pick up broken things and then 
rebuild them. I would make them into useable products. This was my own creativity. 
Sometimes I would ask my Uncle Martin to help me, but most of the time I would do that 
myself. 

Ellen: What kind of projects were these things? 

Alice: No, if somebody had thrown away an old toaster. It was just a matter of rewiring 
it that old toaster. Someone might have thrown away an old iron so I would cut out the 
old cord to make it work, it was anything that I could fix and repair. 

Ellen: Aren’t you talented. 

Alice: Well, it came naturally. I again, a lot of these things just came to me. I didn’t have 
anybody around who cared to instruct me. I just did it. I would ask my grandmother and 
she would tell me I needed to rewire it but didn’t tell me how. When I was [interested in] 
music, we had a piano, I had the music in front of me but I had to teach myself how to 
read [the music] and play the piano. 

My art was filling in the best I could to draw pictures that I might want, and or 
course, that is where my artistic ability developed. It started out of art work and through 
high school. 

Home decorating, our home was quite modest and still that artistic sense enabled 
me to set up a room so that it was comfortable. It was like setting the sofa in front of the 
fire place instead of in front of a window. It was making a room comfortable. I even did 
that for other people who said, “Hey, I sure like that, what ideas can you give me, what 
ideas can you tell me what to do. I would just expand on that. It wasn’t until later that I 
knew that this could have been a career. I didn’t know that at the time. 

Did you have pets or livestock? We had cats, we had dogs, we had ponies, we 
had goats, we had chickens, and yes we had all of that. We were a suburb of Washington 
DC, Takoma Park was. Again, we lived near a large wood expanse and so we had nature 
so when I would go on my hikes there were turtles, snakes, tadpoles and we even had a 
creek. I would catch the tadpoles. 

What sort of chores did you participate in? Well, survival of myself. I was to 
fix my own food. Dinner was a six o’clock and if you weren’t there you went without. 
When my grandfather passed away, most of the family had to go to work. I had two 
uncles and my grandmother and my mother. They all worked just to maintain the house. 
Mostly, they gave me an allowance. I bought my own food. It [my life] was totally self- 
reliance. I did clean the house. Later, my grandmother decided that she wanted to go off 
on her own a little, she let one of the daughters come back but she had to pay rent. I 
collected rent from my mother and my aunt and myself and paid the bills. 

Ellen: How old were you during this period of time? 
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Alice: I think I was sixteen. Even then there were nasty little stories. There was a lawyer 
that came to the house and my mother, who was not a chaste woman, and I just happened 
to walk in on them in MY bedroom doing their thing. 

What was school like? I walked three miles. Well, we lived on the county line, 
Montgomery County over here and Prince George County over here, so I was allowed to 
go to Montgomery County schools rather than to get a bus and go to Prince George 
County schools. I walked three miles to starting with elementary clear through high 
school mostly by myself. All of my schools were wonderful schools because it gave me 
the guidance; the teachers gave me the guidance. There was someone to reach out to. All 
of the schools were wonderful as far as I was concerned. My favorite subjects were 
English, Art, and Home Economics. In high school I won the prize for the best poster in 
the twelfth grade. In the Home Economics class I had learned, well we did have a sewing 
machine so I learned how to sew and mend clothes [at home], but I also learned how to 
make slip covers and evidently the teacher did not know how to teach the students how to 
make slip covers so she turned the class over to me. I handled that quite well. For a high 
school teacher to turn the class over to me! I thought that was great compliment. My 
grandmother worked at making theatre curtains downtown. That was her job. I learned 
from her exactly how to make theatre curtains. I didn’t teach that in high school. 

Ellen: That is a lot of fabric! 

Alice: Yes! I am talking big stage theatre curtains. That is what she was doing. My 
favorite poem or songs is by Rudyard Kipling (she included this copy for us to have) 
Would you like to read the last verse, you may. 

Ellen: If you can fill the unforgiving minute, 

with sixty seconds of distant run: 

Yours is the earth and everything that is in it. 

And which is more, you’ll be a man, my son. 

Alice: I have used that for my strengths many times. 

What did I want to be when I grew up? Just too live to learn to be a value to 
someone since I was not a value anybody to anyone early in life. 

Are there any funny school related stories to share? It’s not funny particularly 
but it’s something to learn by. You probably don’t know, in the twelfth grade, I went to 
work on what they called the work program. The work program was after you had 
finished all of your scholastics you could go out on the work program and take credit, in 
other words your employers gave you credit. They did not have that here when I came 
here, in fact they didn’t have that until when Jim was going to school. They did not 
recognize it here. The fault was that the school system here would not recognize that last 
half of the twelfth year. I didn’t need to go back for finals but back there I was given 
credit for it, so I had to go back to school here in Vernal and actually it turned out to be a 
blessing because I was able to take subjects; I signed up for the vocational program, not 
the business program. I came here and was able to take bookkeeping and the new math 
and I didn’t realize that in Home Economics. Classes I had been taught back then I had 
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been taught how to do a specific sewing method that she was just recognizing here. I had 
already had that so I was way ahead in that. I did take literature and writing. I had 
subjects that furthered my education by having to go back and do that half of year here. 
So, I graduated from Vernal [Uintah High School]. 

Ellen: In what year? 

Alice: I would have to go back and find my diploma. It would be three years after I got 
here. It would be 1960, maybe 61 or 62. Also, I was able to take world politics. Again, 
because I had signed up for the vocational program because the business program was 
already full I was blocked but I was able to fill more than I needed here. 

Ellen: Did you take these classes at night or did you go to school with the kids? 

Alice: Went to school at night. Mrs. Peterson did my bookkeeping. Mrs. Holmes did 
health. The new math, well I was able to take the new math, I didn’t need it, but it was a 
help to my son and him going to school. That’s basically the prime school story that I 
wanted to share. The varying school programs that I was able to expand with. I had an 
input, even though at the time, somebody would say “NO”. I looked at it as an 
opportunity to broaden and it really was. 

I didn’t have particularly any friends, everybody was my friend. I was accepted 
here very warmly by everyone. I fell in love with Vernal quickly because of the love and 
outreach of everyone here. I was not LDS but even the LDS people would insist that I 
come to any affair that was not going to be religion related like the Relief Society and all 
kinds of socials. I was just as much a part of them. 

Ellen: I am glad that you had that experience. 

Alice: Oh yes. I have great respect for the LDS and their standards of living because our 
existence is based on family life and the parental guidance that there is; a quality to the 
people as they grow, as they develop, as they learn. The LDS is contributory, not the 
other way around. Even when I went out on the work program, my music, the restaurant 
that I was in, the waiters and waitresses that I was in, we would sing as a chorus as we 
were serving the people. We had all the different parts of the chorus, we had a bass, and 
we had a tenor, and alto and etc. but we would sing as we waited the tables. 

Ellen: Here in Vernal? 

Alice: No! This was when I was on the work program back east. This was at a restaurant 
back in Silver Spring, which was close by. 

What schools did you attend? The lower grade school, the Washington 
Sanitarium next door to me also had an elementary school. That was a half a block away. 
I went the elementary school and it was there also that the abuse was discovered by my 
teacher. Then I went back to my grandparents. The junior high school was Montgomery 
County Junior High which was half way from Takoma Park to Silver Spring. That is 
where the three miles was. Then I went to Montgomery Blair High School, which is a 
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little bit further away. It was a quality school of such standards that you did not have to 
take a college exam. If you went to Montgomery Blair and graduated, they knew that you 
were eligible [to attend college]. You could be accepted in college, you didn’t have to 
take a test. No other school on the east coast had that credit. 

Now moving on to interests and hobbies. Music and Art, I have already 
mentioned. Literature and writing, again naturally I could do poetry, there again it came 
naturally. In that little bar, my second job that I had, I would frequently sit while waiting 
for customers and write a poem about one of them and I would give it to them and they 
all seemed to be tickled pink, anyway. I have already said about gradually developing in 
the art. 

Did you collect anything? Well, all that violet [flowers] stuff over there that you 
see, the ceramic dishes. I have a shelf with nothing by cups and saucers with violets. 

Ellen: That is your favorite flower, the Violet? 

Alice: Yes! That goes back to a little childhood tale. The Washington Sanitarium was on 
a big hill and on the whole side of that hill was violets. When they were in bloom, I 
would go pick violets and try to sell them to the neighbors. 

Ellen: Did it work? 

Alice: Yes it did! (She giggles) course back in those days it was five cents a bouquet. 
They bring back those memories. And the milk glass, ummm, a lot of milk glass, some of 
it is imperial or valuable and the other is colonial which is semi. Milk glass and stamps, I 
have a stamp collection, sadly I have a stamp collection that worked up to be very 
valuable but I quit putting more stamps in it about ten years ago. It is an old one so I am 
sure that anybody starting would want it and yes it’s for sale. 

What responsibilities did you have at home or in the community? After my 
grandmother left, all I had was collecting the rent and paying the bills. That was my duty 
and run with the boys. That is I was a tom boy. I would do silly things like playing basket 
ball and football, any kind of boy thing. 

What books did you like to read? I had medical books because all of them were 
medical people. My grandfather did run a hospital for a while. My grandmother was a 
nurse and my mother was a nurse. Back in those days you bought your books and they 
were paid for, you didn’t lease them like you can today. So I had books on the shelves 
and they were books of knowledge and encyclopedias and all of those. When I got bored 
my grandmother would say, “You’ve got books out there, go read, entertain yourself.” So 
the medical books became fascinating to me. I have a as semblance of more medical 
knowledge than the average person has because I read a lot. I had the pictures and 
diagrams of, in other words, I was very versed about the human body and its functions. 
So medical books and historical books and you will notice in my library here it’s loaded 
with medical books and historical books, including our local Utah and Vernal. 

I even have a little section there on religions of the world. Just about any religion 
that you mention, I can look up or I have read so that I have the basics, basics not deep 
down religion. In fact, I have read; I have two copies of the Book of Mormon and when 
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the young missionaries would come I would have questions that they could not answer 
because they had not read their own books. They didn’t get mad at me. 

Yah, I was a tom boy. That was clear up into my teen-age years. I wasn’t involved 
with these boys on a sexual level. The only thing when they were having trouble with 
their girlfriends they would ask me what they were doing wrong? Or what should they be 
doing? Or can you get us back together again? In other words, I was one of the boys. That 
didn’t bother me a bit, but it did make me vulnerable later on. When I was looking for 
love, and that is why these other things happened, I wanted to be loved just like anybody 
wants to be loved. I believed them, naively. 

When did you first leave home? At the age of nineteen, that is I left that house at 
the age of nineteen. 

What goals did you pursue? I raised a child from a liar, liar #1. We were 
supposed to be wed and the divorce was going on and his three children came up and 
said, “Oh, daddy we can’t loose you, we can’t loose you.” So he went back to his wife, 
but I was already pregnant. As far as I know, I think he has died since but occasionally he 
did come back to do, well I’ll tell about that later. I had to be the only parent and so I held 
two jobs to pay for her nursery care. 

I was nineteen and I moved downtown, the only place I could rent, you are going 
to scream, was in the middle of whore town. That was a place that I lived but by the same 
token, none of those ladies were in that house. My land lady kept the house clean and she 
watched out for me. She told me what to watch out for, who to watch out for and what to 
watch out for. Of course, the baby was still young and she would kind of look out for the 
baby while I was on the job until I found a nursery for the baby. After that she looked out 
for me. 

I did have a basement apartment and it was very, very nice. It was right 
downtown which was an education in itself. I was at Thomas Circle where you had 
gambling, you had drugs, you had the street women and they all became friends. You had 
a friendships and they would all look out for you. I never had to be afraid. 

Ellen: What town were you in? 

Alice: Washington D.C., I was in downtown Washington D.C. Then later I was able to 
get a better apartment. It was still Washington D.C. but it was on the fourteenth and L 
Street. I had an upstairs apartment which was very, very nice. That moved me out of the 
slum part and the whore town. I was in an area which was a shopping district. It had 
stores that everybody wanted to go down at shop at, Woolworth’s, Kresgies Dimestore, 
and all that kind of stuff. I did have a better place. 

When did you first fall in love? In 1957, Ted came to the Smithsonian to write 
up that skull out there that was originally dug up by the University of Utah. It had never 
been so thoroughly written up before, so he came to Smithsonian to write it up and came 
to my bar in the evening. That was in the days when I was working the art studio in the 
day time and the bar at night. In that particular place, I had legislators come in, important 
legislators, movie stars because the owner owned a banquet hall upstairs which turned out 
to be a rehearsal hall. So, it was not uncommon, well Melvin Douglas, Sir Cedric 
Hardwick, Ed McMahon who was the MC for Johnny Carson, Yma Sumac and her 
husband, there was also a child actress, her name I can’t remember, Woody Allen also 
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who was married to Mia, there were generals because we had Alexandria and Maryland 
military places. I had a lot of senators. There was Roosevelt, the young Roosevelt; in any 
event my people were not bar sluts. They were people who wanted a cocktail after they 
had had a long day. That was mainly the bar. 

In the art studio called Creative Arts Studio; it was the east coast of the Disney 
Studio has had so much advertisement for all of the things that it did; we were its 
counterpart I should say. We made movies, we made cartoons, we made commercials, 
and we made the senatorial programs when they had a program or presentation. This was 
my day job. We created Reddy Kilowat. We created the Michelin Man, and a lot of logos 
that are still made today. We also did the Civil Defense movies and booklets and stuff 
that were put out for Civil Defense Employees. We did all of that and then we did 
business commercials and movies, some of the companies wanted us to do historical 
movies. My job was being over the film department showing all of these things to 
prospective customers. I also ordered the supplies for the artists. I was able to do a little 
art work on my own. That was my job there. I thought it was an excellent job. It was 
acquired through my uncle, who was over the movie department. 

Ellen: But you did a good job? Was it fun for you? 

Alice: Oh, I had a good job. It was fun for me. When I left everybody loved me and 
donated money and gave me a suitcase and stuff as a going away present. Somewhere 
around here I have a picture of all of the employees to say good-bye. Yes, they loved me 
and I loved them. I was very proud as I understand it today, now I don’t know that there 
is still as important as they used to be but they are still in business there in downtown 
Washington D.C. 

Ellen: This was an uplift for you, wasn’t it? 

Alice: This was the beginning of my life, even though my life was devoted to Juanita 
Irene again, she gave me a reason for living and at the same time all the while I was 
learning. Even simple things like don’t be afraid to ask a question. You just might learn 
something instead of somebody thinking you’re stupid. Even if they think you’re stupid 
you are going to learn something. Don’t ever be afraid to ask a question, a stupid question 
if necessary! Ask it! No matter how simple; there were things that were happening all the 
time that I would learn from. I felt like I was growing but I didn’t realized how much 
more until I married. 

Ted told me that he was a Quaker. Quaker’s believe in going out and working in 
the community and doing everything for the community. He said, “He was anchored 
there in Dinosaur National Monument and I can’t do these things. I want you to go out 
and do it for us” and so, I had his support in every way. He was also a man twenty years 
older than I but we seemed to have the same intellectual level I guess you would call it. 
In other words, I wasn’t saying stupid things to him. We were sharing. We were on the 
same level. No matter what I would come home with he would understand and what ever 
he came home with I would understand. 
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Ellen: So he came into the bar that you were working at and you started to date at that 
time? 

Alice: Not really, we will get to it. I would stand beside him and chat and I asked him 
what his job was. He said, “I am boss of the hammers and chisels.” I said, “Well, what 
does that entail ?” He said, “Well, I dig dinosaurs.” To me a dinosaur was just a word in 
the dictionary. I said, “Okay.” Well, one evening he invited me out and we sat and talked 
for a half hour before we ate. Then he asked me to marry him. I said, “You know that I 
have a child.” He said, “That’s perfectly alright with me, she will be my daughter.” He 
said, “The only hitch is that I have to go back to Dinosaur National Monument and find 
us a place to live because there isn’t any place there.” See the place was totally 
undeveloped. This was before the Quarry [was built for tourism]. The park service put a 
little trailer on that flat, that naked flat. They brought us water and took away the sewage. 
The temperature was 101 degrees in the summer and 35 below in the winter. Finally, the 
whole naturalist or ranger that was there who was living up in the old CCC armory, as 
you go up the hill to the monument there was a house there, he moved to Hawaii and so 
we were able to move up into that house. Then they decided they wanted to delete all of 
that stuff up there and put the house up for auction and so I had to move to Vernal 
because there was no housing. Well, that wasn’t all that bad, it’s just that I was pregnant 
at that time. I did have time enough. Jim was born November the 1 st 1958, while in that 
house. 

We then had to move and moved down here to 456 East, just down the street. 
There was a house that was owned by a Mr. Freeman, I think. Then in 1961, we built this 
house on a VA loan and moved from there up here. We built this house, in other words, 
during a time when these houses were built you had no code. Vernal didn’t have a code 
but the VA had a code. There was an inspector that lived here; I have forgotten his name, 
so the house was build according to VA specs. Even today it exceeds the building 
standards that Vernal has established. It is that good of a house. 

Ellen: You built this on a VA loan, was your husband a Veteran? Did he fight in World 
War II? 

Alice: Yes, He fought in both of them. He was in Po Valley. He was where they do the 
aircraft scoping out. 

Ellen: The Arial Reconnaissance. 


Page 10 of 28 



Alice: He told the general, “Don’t have the unit go there and again, I have that in a box 
in there because the thing was closed for years and years but Ted had a copy of 
everything and he did wind up with a medal for what he had done. But he told the general 
not to and the general sent the men in anyway and they all drowned.” He wound up with 
a medal for it. John Carter was in WW II. He got in Germany just as they were; that one 
big oh where they had Jewish prisoners. Anyway, he didn’t get there the day that they 
were freed but he got there the day after and stayed there so they could all get out. Ted 
brought home a 35 mm camera from that war. He turned the camera over to me because 
he knew that I was a camera bug. They did give me a camera and from then on. I was a 
camera bug. Jim was born on the 1 st of November. 

This was another sad thing in my life. When I was seventeen, I was raped. I had a 
child and my distant relatives up in Cleveland, Ohio, or a suburb called Lakewood, 
adopted the child. I did keep in touch for a little while but from then on when my 
relatives died and the other people took over the child I was no longer able to keep in 
contact with the child and I lost all contact. Later when the government opened the 
records after fifty years, she found me on the computer, on the internet, and she got in 
touch with me. She came here to visit and we went through my photograph albums. She 
says, “Oh, that’s me, that’s me!” I had pictures taken in the back yard. In other words she 
knew I was actually her mom. She is even today, she comes once a year and we have at 
least a week together and she keeps in touch at least once a week like maybe Sunday 
evening she calls. She lives in Orlando, Florida. It’s wonderful, it’s wonderful. 

Number 2, I had a child by liar #2. He was well allegedly getting an annulment. 
He was Catholic. I had his child only to find out that he didn’t even file for an annulment. 
I said okay. I want to; I am going to do this. There was a lovely lady that came in the bar 
and she and I used to talk quite a lot and I told her about the baby coming. She said, “I 
have been wanting a baby for years and years.” I said, “Good, you are a wonderful 
woman and you will have the baby.” So then liar #1 comes back into my life just to help 
me legally. I don’t how he knew, it was extrasensory. I needed somebody to show me not 
to have to go through an adoption agency but to have somebody show me how I can 
legally go through the legal process and picking the parents and adopting the child. He 
came and told me exactly what to do. He never came back but showed me what to do. I 
got the lawyer and we got the baby adopted and I wasn’t supposed to tell the baby who I 
was and we maintained friends all those years so when the person did die and then I was 
able to call her and tell her who I was. She also comes to visit. They are both daughters. 

Ellen: What about this little girl, Juanita Irene? 

Alice: She turned out to be a born liar. She wanted somehow to totally dominate me. She 
lied to all her school mates about me. She even lied to the teachers. In the morning, all 
she had to do was eat her breakfast, make her bed and get on the bus. She would miss the 
bus and tell the teacher that it was my fault because she would have all this housework to 
do before she could come to school. Well, then the teachers would call me up and wanted 
to know what was happening. This kind of thing went on and on and on over so many 
things that even Jim gave up and said, “I can’t stand it anymore.” 

Her husband, she gave birth to three wonderful children whom she said so many 
nasty things, untrue nasty things about [me] that I don’t even have any grandchildren. I 
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mean, I know that they were bom and I know who they are and their father came to me to 
visit one day. They don’t live here. I don’t know where they are or what they are doing or 
anything about them. It is just that he knew all of the stuff that she told him all those 
years was nothing but a lie. I loved him very very much for what he did for her. We 
weren’t going to put up with it and as far as we were concerned she was no longer a 
member of the family. 

When I die I have it in my books that she is not even to be told. She did that to 
herself. All those years, I have prayed that she would turn herself around. It isn’t going to 
happen. I left the door open for years and years. Hoping that she would change and come 
back and pick up again, but it never has happened. I know that is an awful thing to say 
after all of the sacrifice I did to keep her and then have to give up this other wonderful 
daughter and etc. 

Ellen: Your other daughters, have they given you grandchildren? 

Alice: The first one has well I have great grand children. Each one of them, she has 
brought them with her, the great-great grandchildren. They made me a bag [showing me a 
tote bag with hand prints and other decoration]. Their mother is a Girl Scout leader and 
they made me a bag. [Ashley, Lindsay, Melanie and Valerie are the names on the bag. 
When you turn over the bag there are pictures.] There are pictures galore. These are some 
of the other things they have made for me. They come with her, one at a time. Course, 
they are all going their own way now. They know they are welcome anytime, these great 
grandchildren are. 

That daughter was Jane and Neal Owen. They live in Orlando. Then, Jan Grubic 
lives in Colonial Beach, Florida. She loves horses. Now Jane is a CPA and has her own 
business. Neal works for one of the big aircraft carriers. He had now retired. Jan had a 
farm where she trained horses for show riding. She has a chest full of trophies. Then, she 
would board horses and train them. She still loves horses. What I am really trying to 
emphasize that in spite of all of this my life was good. 

What special awards and recognitions have you received? I received several 
from the Business and Professional Women’s, several of them and the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the County Fair, and the American Legion Auxiliary. I have many 
trophies downstairs. I got many ribbons from various places. 

What strengths do you show in your home or your workforce? Basically, I 
said one word, Leadership. 

Ellen: You are a true leader. That is for sure. 

Alice: What talents and skills have you acquired? There have been so many that is 
would be hard to isolate them, many leadership positions. For seven years I was a Salt 
Lake Tribune Correspondent. 

Ellen: Do you have any of the articles that you wrote? 

Alice: Yes, I do. I kept all of my stories. The only thing, well I took pictures to and sent 
the negatives into them and well like when we had the blue angles, I took pictures of that 
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event and covered that and evidently the Tribune gave the pictures to them and so the 
only thing they sent me back was a few little local photos. 

When Robert Redford made his movie up on the [Green River — Jeremiah 
Johnson], I was the only one allowed up there with a camera. Fortunately, I had my sons 
camera and I had my camera, the pictures that I took with my camera, Robert Redford 
demanded that he get all of my negatives but I have the pictures that I took with my sons 
camera though. I do not have very much respect for Robert Redford. I had many 
wonderful stories that I covered. Do you remember the event when the girl was raped and 
the car was burned over here at the view area? 

Ellen: Yes, that was the Greg Nickel murder in 1972? 

Alice: Okay, I covered that. Even went to the site and took pictures so they will be 

included [in my papers]. When Congress met up at Flaming Gorge about marking off the 
territory, I was there in Manila for that. Most of the big stories, I covered. 

Ellen: That took you to a lot of places. 

Alice: Oh yes! Not only that, I had only had a high school education in how to be a 
reporter but the manager over the correspondents made a trip out here especially to 
compliment me. He said, “Do you know that you have had more stories printed that any 
other correspondent in the state because you know how to phrase it so that people will 
understand it. Not with language that they cannot understand. Were you ever educated?” 

I told him that I only had a high school education. He told me that I was a professional. I 
could not expect to have anything higher that that. For him to make a special trip out here 
to meet me, come to the house, and tell me [this]. I thought that was special. That is 
worth more than any of the other awards. It’s good recognition. 

Ellen: It means so much to have someone tell you that you are doing a good job! 

Alice: Since I could not say that I never had degree. I also was turning in stories to the 
Vernal Express, different stories. The Vernal Express was one class and the Tribune was 
something else. Well, Vernal Express was only paying me ten cents an inch and the 
Tribune was paying me thirty-five cents an inch. Who am I going to go to? Anyway, after 
while I quit turning in stories to the Vernal Express entirely. I just thought if I am good 
enough to receive a compliment like that from the Tribune, I don’t need their ten cents 
cause it wasn’t like I needed the money anyway. It was an occupation. I did lots of 
stories. They are in a box and there are several and you may have them. 

What kind of work did you do in your career? Well, I have explained already 
what those were. 

Ellen: Some of those cross over each other and so if you feel like you have covered that 
information we don’t need to do this again. 

Alice: Well, on an organization scale, I am saying organization and community projects 
were that I was chairman of the Vernal City Clean-up for three years. The first year I won 
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a trip to Washington D.C. I brought back from our seminar a lot of ideas to contribute to 
Vernal. The one that was over looked at that time was Cobble Rock [Comer], The station 
was still there and it would have made a nice park for city shoppers to stop and sit and 
rest. This was one of my hopes that I could get this going. Nobody seemed to care, it 
wasn’t until Mayor Kremin decided finally that that might be a project and then he had 
that artificial dumb thing put up there. Originally, I brought that idea from Washington 
D.C. and that was my project. At that time, N. J. Meagher Jr. was over the Zion’s Ra nk 
and I told him what I wanted to do and he said, “That would be an awfully nice thing but 
I have been trying to let me tear down the old building next to it and have a three story 
business building next to it so good luck.” And the old building is still there. 

The next time I won a trip to the Salt Lake Ice Show financed by the city. That 
was under Av [Alvin] Kay, he honored me very, very much. I did have the privilege of 
being, Ashton’s had respect, Av Kay had respect, most of the City Council had respect, 
of the higher echelons here, gentlemen that were involved in things and they supported 
me. 


Ellen: You ran the County Fair for many many years! 

Alice: I ran the county fair for seven years. After I retired, when Mr. [Donald] Bowles 
he had it for two or three years and then he Mr. [Irvin] Haws was asked to take it and Irvin 
had to go to a JC Penney’ s business meeting and he ask me if I would work in his place. I 
said, “Well, I’ve never been paid, Mr. Haws, for that job.” He said, “They were going to 
pay me, and if they were going to pay me, you’ll get the money they were going to pay 
me.” So, he insisted that I be allowed to substitute for him and receive his pay. That was 
the only time I ever got paid for the County Fair. I asked Mr. Haws just the other day 
when he came to the Golden Age Center, I said, “What year was that?” He said, “I think 
1972.” But I finally got paid. 

I was the chairman during its growth when they started over here at the National 
Guard Armory. They hadn’t had anything after the Liberty Garden. So, they decided they 
would have a county fair. The first one was there at the Armory. They second one was at 
the Armory. I went to work on the home economics department the first year and the 
second year I was in charge of the home economics department. The third year I was vice 
president. Then we moved from the National Guard Armory up to the high school. While 
we were at the high school, you had the political party that was in opposition of 
everything, the John Birch Society. They came up there in the hall way and had a booth 
and were insisting upon getting out into the isles and talking to everybody. I said, no, you 
have a booth. You’ve been given the privilege of free speech at your booth but not 
stepping out into the hall ways. I’ve had my ups and downs with the situations. Even 
when the dam was going to be dedicated the same time [as the fair] and I had to stay 
down here with no help to set up or anything. I missed the fun but that was fine, the job 
got done. 

Our gear sometimes that was stored at the fairgrounds would get borrowed by 
some other committee and never returned. They were just ordinary automatic situations. 
Like I said, Clark Oviatt had his forest service job and had to be up there and anything 
that I did he okayed and gave me total permission regardless. I felt very honored that he 
had so much confidence in me. I got praised from the state for maintaining that the 
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county fair would be on a grading level, in other words, if you did something and made a 
mistake, I instructed the judges to tell them how to remedy there mistake, how to improve 
their product so that when they wanted to enter state they would have perfection. All my 
judges at all times, if there was any defect, not just give them a grade, tell them what to 
do to correct it and raise the standard of their crafts so they could go to state. I also 
insisted that no cash rewards for ribbons be given. The ribbons themselves told what 
honors they had received. 

When the Cooper girl entered her pottery I insisted she go to state. “Oh,” she said, 
“it’s not good enough. It’s just beginning pottery.” I said, “No honey, that is top quality; 
you send it to the state fair.” She did and she got sweepstakes at the state fair. Even now 
when she sees me anywhere, she says, you did it for me, you did it for me. She would 
never have sent that to the fair because it was her beginnings. Anyway, I felt real thrill for 
her. 

I was verbally honored at the conventions each year. I was verbally honored 
because I was the only one in this state that did not give cash, not to debased for it, but to 
be praised for it. 

What are my fondest memories? So many folks coming to me for being their 
life inspiration, even today, women who have grown up, married and had families 
graduated, still say to me, because of you, because of you. One other special little time 
here, I would help with the dinners for the senior citizens who were over seventy- five. At 
that time I would also take a craft to make. Sometimes it would be a craft to give to 
somebody else or just a craft for themselves. But, I went out here to Naples and there was 
one little lady that tried desperately. It was a simple craft. I left off giving instructions to 
everybody else to go over and give her individual instruction on how to do it and then 
back and completed the project. Her daughter came to me later and said, “I want to thank 
you so much because that is the first and only thing that woman has ever made in her 
life.” She had a feeling of accomplishment that you gave to her. These are the things that 
have made everything so wonderful to me. Not, that I need a whole bunch of credit for 
this, I’ve already received thank you’s, and that’s wonderful. 

What’s your favorite place to visit? Washington DC. All the time that I was 
working there I also lived down town and I had the opportunity to go through all the 
monuments, the Smithsonian. Even, down at Mount Vernon where George Washington 
lived. There was a thing upstairs at the top of the building that nobody could go up there. 
I had been down there so often that the ranger that watched out for the place asked me if I 
would like to go up there. He took me up there. That was George Washington’s favorite 
place up there in the top of that, because he could see for miles and miles. I was able to 
take pictures from up there. I thanked him for ever and ever and when I came downstairs 
he ask me what was my favorite place on the porch. I said, that chair over there on the 
end. He said, “I want you to know that was George Washington’s favorite chair, too.” 
That was my past-time on the weekends. I went to see my daughter and with the time left 
over would go to all these places. 

Where the Kennedy Center is now, used to be just a bank where the Navy and 
Army band used to play out on the float. They don’t allow people up top of the 
monument anymore because they had several accidents with the elevator. You can walk 
up and there are 555 steps to walk up there. Senior citizens were failing half way up and 
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so you can’t go up in the monument anymore. But back in the days then I was allowed to 
go up and I have photographs from there. 

To go back even to my own suburb town of Tacoma Park, John and I when we 
went back to Washington DC we went to the University of Maryland in Silverspring. 
This used to nothing but an open road like from here to Salt Lake. I asked him “How do I 
get over to Tacoma Park?” He said, “Wll you got to go down to go down to this traffic 
light now and take a left and go so many miles and then you have another traffic 
light.”Anyway, all of that area that I used to wander in the woods is now condominiums 
and apartments. I had to ask how to get there because I wouldn’t have recognized the 
roads anymore. 

Discuss any work related stories that might be of interest. The Dough Boy 
used to be in back of the garden by the swimming pool. 

Ellen: Was that the rose garden? 

Alice: In the rose garden. The Dough Boy was back there after it was moved from up 
town. It was in the center of town and one of the lawyers got drunk and struck it too 
many times. Then the state highway decided that they were going to clear the Dough Boy 
off from the main highway. So, then the Marine Mothers got it. While in the back of the 
Marines Mother’s garden the damn teenagers ripped off the gun, ripped off the arm and 
Marvin Hatch, a policeman, said,” I know that you care.” He said, “I’m going to give you 
this arm.” So he gave me the arm. I had it down stairs I’d say about three years. When the 
kids ripped off the gun the county decided that they were going to send the Dough Boy to 
the dump. I said, No! I can get that Dough Boy restored and put back in front of the 
courthouse where it belongs.” The guy who ran the bank, he said, “If you put it there 
because she wants it there we won’t handle the county’s money anymore.” He put 
pressure on the county. They said, “Where do you want it put; we won’t put it in front of 
the courthouse like you want. It’s got to go over here. Where do you want it? Do you 
want it in line with that telephone pole over there?” I said, “No, it goes here in front of 
the library.” “Do you want it in front of the pole over there?” I said “No, it goes in front 
of the library, right here in front of the library.” “You want it to be lined up with that 
telephone pole over there?” I said, “Gentlemen you can screw me but you can’t shit on 
me, it goes here.” And, so there it wound up in front of the library until Duane Hall 
moved it where I wanted it in the first place. But, I was the one who got the high school 
welding teacher, he put that gun and that arm back on. Not only that, but he got an 
authentic gun from the American Legion down in Jensen and upgraded it. They knew 
how to weld bronze which the arm was and then we had it polished and upgraded. I had a 
ceremony there with the National Guard in their fancy attire doing the flag ceremony. A 
lot of old veterans [were there]. The newspaper did a front page work on it and the World 
War I veterans that were there. At that time Ralph Chew was still alive and quite a few of 
them. Anyway, I saved the Dough Boy for what it is now. At that time it was rededicated 
to all of our service men from all the wars, past and future. 

Ellen: For posterity. 
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Alice: Yes, for posterity. Not only that but I had, had quite a few gentlemen in uniform 
coming through here that said that even though they didn’t have a reason to stop in 
Vernal, that they stopped deliberately because they knew the history of that Dough Boy. 
There are names of all the guys [veterans] on there. 

I held the only Veteran’s Day Parade held in Vernal, the only one, never before, 
never again. It was a long parade too. I had all the State American Legion guys come out 
from Salt Lake City and all the local from Roosevelt and Duchesne and all of those came. 
Then, we had a little flag thing afterwards on the lawn. 

Ellen: Did you have a lot of participation there? 

Alice: Very much! Oh, very much! I believe that Vernal Express had one or two pictures 
of it. Up in Smiths are some reproduction pictures. The date is on that picture of my 
Veteran’s Day Parade. That was the only one that was ever held and I was the one that 
organized it and carried it through. 

Ellen: The reason, I ask is because they have the Veteran’s Day celebrations now and 
nobody shows up, no interest. It breaks my heart. 

Alice: Yes you betcha’. Again, and even the guys came from the state to support me and 
be there. 

I have had so many positions in my life. In other words I was president of every 
organization I ever belonged to. I was the State Americanism chairman. 

Ellen: Was this the Americanism Club? 

Alice: No, American Legion has the American Legion out there in Salt Lake. The 
American Legion Auxiliary supports the American Legion. It’s there own National 
Organization which was given authority by the senate. This is a national organization of 
Legionnaires who have through the years promoted benefits and everything that they 
possibly can, medical care for veterans. In fact the American Legion has gone into a fight 
quite often with the medical end of the thing, because they weren’t giving enough 
medical benefits. They’re fighting constantly for veterans rights. 

I was State Americanism Chairman on the auxiliary. I have been the area district 
president which would cover Duchesne and Neola and all the areas around. I was area 
chairman for the auxiliary for three years. I have been post president for Jensen and 
Vernal for five to six years. 

When I first came here in 1957, Ted said, I want you to join the Legion Auxiliary. 
We were down in Jensen at that time. So, within three months June, July and August, by 
September I was an American Legion Auxiliary member. 

Ellen: You were so young. 

Alice: Yes, I was thirty. Down there I was president for five years before transferring up 
here to Vernal. When I came up here I became president up here for six years until this 
post went down and then I went back down to Jensen and was president for another three 
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years. They wanted me because it was an electoral position, it wasn’t a case of somebody 
pointing and we want her. I felt very, very, honored. But at the same time I was president 
of Dinosaur Wives, Homemakers Club, Ladies-aide at the Kingsbury Church, BPW 
several years now and I got an award down there for that. Just about everything that I 
became a member of I wound up as being an officer. 

Ellen: Did your husband ever grow tired of you being so energetic in this. 

Alice: No. There was a time when I was president of seven organizations at one time. I 
was writing things down in order to be able to remember them. He said that is a sign of 
overload, I want you to narrow it down. Do what you want to but you’re overloading. 
That was confirmed by our medical doctor. Nobody else wanted to do the job and they 
knew from the past that I had been able to do it. They just automatically pushed. 

Holiday traditions. No. 

Ellen: You didn’t have very happy Christmases as a child? 

Alice: No, no, that’s why I went overboard here. I have enough decorations for a tree in 
the basement and a tree in the living room and a tree over there at Jim’s. Yeah, trees 
galore; got to have trees. And I even have Santa Claus now. I had a Santa Claus costume 
that I would loan to people who wanted to act the part of Santa Claus. Then, I finally 
gave it to Chamber of Commerce. 

What strengths do you have as a parent? They sought my advice and admired 
it. They didn’t put me down except that one trial. In other words, Jim would come to me 
with a problem at the high school, being picked on etc. I would tell him how to handle it 
and he would do it and it would turn out. He wanted to wear his hair long and I said, 
“Okay son, I’m for you if you want to wear your hair long but you know the kids at 
school are going to start badgering you and start giving you a bad time.” I said, “Now 
you either get you a friend, that’s bigger.” And he did. He got a big guy. They lived down 
next to the dump and his mother was a teacher. He got a nice big guy as a friend and he 
went ahead and wore his hair long. If anybody picked on him his friend would help him. 

What do you most enjoy about being a parent, aunt or friend? The inspiration 
to realize themselves as they wish to be and how I think they ought to best do it, but the 
choice is theirs. This was always my philosophy. 

What was life like while raising a family? It was special because it also filled 
that that I had never had. 

Ellen: You definitely made your children’s childhood different. 

Alice: Yes, and not only that I took Jim with me like at the Homemakers Club. They 
would generally have a little play room where the kids could play, but he wanted to sit 
beside me and watch everything going on. All the events that I know of Jim would stay 
with me. 

What do you enjoy doing with family and others? [I enjoy] sharing ideas and 
noble achievements. Many of my friend children have come to me for advice on things 
that they would not ask their mother. They would come to me and share with me. John 
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had a younger daughter that was, well she was off the belt just a little, but she sought 
advice from me and to me that was just swell because the things that she shared with me 
she would not have shared with anybody else. She knew she would have been criticized 
for it. Even today, that young lady comes back after all these years, after John has died, 
and visits. 

What are your thoughts on being a grandparent? My daughter I did all for 

seems to resent my dominance and has alienated the three and you know about the great 
grandchildren already. 

What are some of your fondest memories? [I had] so many folks coming to me 
to thank me for being their life inspiration. 

What do you enjoy most in life? [I enjoy] being of service to others. 

What makes you proud of your posterity? Knowing I was of value to someone 
spiritually in need, that I was of value. 

Describe what Vernal was like during my younger years? Now we are getting 
there. When I arrived here in 1957, women were not allowed in politics or any other 
community leadership positions. Because I was the wife of a National Parks Service 
employee, the men in town could not come to my husband and say, “If you don’t make 
your woman behave, we will see that you get business lost.” That is threats that were 
definitely going on at that time. Even they were not allowed into politics, as I said, “I ran 
for city council. I missed by twenty-live votes.” That was back in the day when every 
man was against any woman running for anything. I only missed by twenty- five votes. 

Ellen: Did you demand a recount? 

Alice: I didn’t need to. The twenty-five, see you had the Republican-Democrat and 
Independent, there was such a minute Independent party that the half of that so it left the 
Independent party with twenty- five votes. Well, Helen Millecam, later on decided that if I 
could do that under the circumstances then she could do that. She ran on the next slate 
and only got three votes. You would have thought that at least some of the women would 
have come forward just because it’s a woman. Anyway, from then on, like I said I had 
supporters, Stew Ashton, Grant Southam, Henry Millecam, and Nick Meagher, they were 
all very supportive of me. The Chamber of Commerce would not allow women in. 

One time they ran an ad, I am not sure that I can remember the date exactly, but 
this ad and said that they needed members in the Chamber. I went into the Chamber 
office and put my money down and said, “I want to be a member.” 

At that time there were three women with single business and weren’t allowed to 
join the Chamber of Commerce. In any event, I said, “You didn’t say, No Women 
Allowed, on the air and if you don’t take my money, I’ll sue.” Well, she took my money 
as a member, I went to Chamber for three solid years every Monday and sat there and 
listened. Nobody would talk to me, nobody would say a word. Finally, Henry 
Schaefermeyer sat across from me and there was two young men sitting on either side of 
him. He said, “Alice, I know you have a lot to say. What do you have to say?” So I 
started talking to Henry Schaefermeyer. We had a nice long consersation and these two 
men never said a word. They just listened. The next Monday, all three of them sat there 

and we all had a conversation. 
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Shortly after, I was given a committee [to work on], I was over the industrial 
development. I walked into the meeting and Hal Duke said, “What is she doing here? We 
don’t want her here.” Glade Sowards said, “I want her here. She has a lot of information 
to share with us. Go where you want to go but she is on our committee now.” Well, he 
never quit forgot that but he behaved himself. Yes, I was on the Industrial Development 
Committee, Membership [Committee] and others too. 

Shortly after that, the lady who was running the radio station for a man. She used 
to come there and just take notes. From then on, she was recognized as a lady member. 
Lillian Henderson was very active in the Chamber. I broke the ice in the Chamber of 
Commerce. I am sure that it wasn’t a happy occasion but it was done. Lillian later 
became President of the Chamber. Because of the men’s attitude, in general, they would 
kind of every once in a while make advances. My favorite comment was “Thank you for 
the compliment but no thank you.” I just tried to pass it off. Mr. Henderson was one of 
them. However, I later diagnosed that as trying to prove what someone else had said. 

Ellen: Sometimes we all put our foot in our mouths and then not know what to say. 

Alice: In other words, did she really say that? “Yes, she did,” and he experienced it 
himself. He would always giggle after. 

Describe community events, organizations, and churches that you were 
active in. Okay, Kingsbury Community, I was head of the council for seven years. 
During which time, I sold the old parsonage and bought the new one. I finished the legal 
final corporation. The only thing I did not get to pass was that the total debt, the loan that 
was given by the national organization to the church here long, long ago, did not get 
repaid during my term. They gave some money back but not all of it, but at least, those 
were the big thing. I was the one that did all legal work. I got John Beaslin to help with 
the legal work. That was a big project actually. 

I also, did the newspaper for the church with my writing experience and my art 
work. Seems to me that I did, oh! I did all the books for the county fair. I did the art work 
for them. Whoever had a program, whenever they wanted a program, I would help. Even 
the Ladies Aid had an annual program booklet with their by-laws in them and I would do 
a cover for that, just things of that nature. 

Leaving a legacy. Do not let hatred or vengeance take you. I really was a person 
of value after all the abuse. I did not let that over power me and become retaliatory and 
vengeance filled. I stayed away from all that, even hating my father and the family thing. 
The best thing that I could say is “Do not let hate or vengeance take you over and ruin 
your life, regardless of what you fail to do or don’t fail to do.” 

Is there any advice that you are known for giving? A quote that I have said 
over and over again, Shakespeare “To thine own self be true as it will follow as the night, 
the day thou cans’t not then be false to any man.” 

What kind of legacy have you created? [I always give] service to others, [and I 
am share] creativity in anything no matter how simple, if you can improve it; do it and 
share it. Oh, here are some other things I have done. I was active in Legion Auxiliary 
which I have already said, the Girl Scouts State Creative Crafts Chairman. All of these 
creative things that I told you about doing with the Relief Society and everything you 
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also had to be able have project for the Girl Scouts to be able to make in their dens, and at 
their level. I was State Crafts Chairman for three years. 

I would go to the LDS Relief Society’s everywhere that I was asked to teaching 
crafts, even into Colorado. I did tell the ladies in Colorado that I needed mileage and they 
were willing to have me because they had experienced all the stuff that I had done here. 
They paid my mileage to get me to Colorado. 

I was a 4-H leader. I have [created] a lot of their [achievement] projects in the 
County Fair things that were turned in. I created crafted and decorations for the Dinner 
for the Seventy- five and older. 

I designed a Dinosaur quilt. It was displayed by Ernest Untermann at the Field 
House, honorably. I gave the pattern to the DUP Museum to sell for raising funds. After 
they made the first 100, somebody copied the last one and did an error on one of the 
patches and the rest of them didn’t sell so good. In any event, the DUP museum was able 
to sell the pattern for fund raising. 

Ellen: Do you remember what happened to the quilt that was on display? 

Alice: Me and my generosity, we had a Veterinary Doctor, was the wife of one of the 
rangers down there in the monument. She was such a wonderful gal and she did so many 
things locally with the animals and everything. I gave it to her. I know that she wanted it 
so bad. I also designed the patches for the DinoSams, the RV club. I designed stationary 
headings for the Park Service and the patches they wore on their uniforms for years. 
[Alice shows me some of the sketches]. 

When I first came here in 1957, Ted insisted that I become the treasurer to the 
Dinosaur Nature Association. I was treasurer for three years. I went out here to Naples 
the other day and asked if they had the records there. They said they did. I asked if they 
still had on record that I was the treasurer and she said that they did. Alice giggles. 

Let’s see, I have told you about the county fair and chamber of commerce. I want 
to tell you about the Christmas Tree Music. Originally, they had some old, old ornaments 
that were really tacky that the city was keeping in the garage somewhere. They were dirty 
and awful. I started as a project with my scouts, that is girl scouts and boy scouts, to 
make ornaments for the Christmas tree. In addition, I also borrowed a speaker system that 
I had in a wagon that I would go up there every night. I asked students from the school to 
come down to sing carols along with that sound system. The Chamber of Commerce, 
which at that time was located across the street, was so impressed that they decided to 
enlarge upon the project. So now you see it, when you remember the big, fancy party 
they commemorated. That is how they got started celebrating the Christmas season. 

Ellen: That is when there was a big tree in the center of town. My mom and dad donated 
a tree from their house one year. 

Alice: Yes, they did. Again, I had to borrow the stereo and microphone, and carry it on 
Jim’s wagon so it would be safe. Because of entertaining paleontologists from all over 
the world, in my back yard, I absorbed enough information and through my husband to 
actually give a lecture or tour talk on it, on dinosaurs. 
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Before we had the town bus, I drove visitors from other nations, in my station 
wagon, out there and gave them a talk. I received many thanks from around the world. 
People from Japan, Argentina, and Europe were thanking me for their trip to Dinosaur 
Land. The reason I had to quit was because of insurance. When it came, I could have two 
people in front and three people in back, I could take five or six at a time but when 
insurance, when it was known that I was doing this and the liability, then I had to stop. 
Prior to that we had no tour buses going out there, not even the Wilkins Buses were going 
out there. Anyway, that was very, very nice and some of them would even send me little 
mementoes from their country. 

There was a fellow from India, a paleontologist that came to check out the quarry. 
He wanted to go back and do it his own town. He stayed here with us a little over a week. 
He stayed with us as a houseguest in order to thoroughly to see what Ted’s work was. Let 
me explain a little. That building out there, although it was designed by architects out in 
California, the specifics for that building and the tram was given to them by the Ted. It 
became the first in the world. It was the first in the world of its kind. 

Paleontologists would come here to find out what was done and how it was done. 
They would go back and do it in their own countries. South America and India are some. 
That museum was an inspiration to other countries as well. We had geologists, Ted was 
not only paleontologist but he was a geologist. This educated me also with the 
complexness of what is all around here. We have it visible here like nowhere else in the 
world, especially underground faults. In the books they are listed in the world around but 
they’re not visible. Here we have one of these faults that are wide open, at Harper’s 
Corner. We would have geologists and paleontologists meeting here. Sometimes I would 
have forty-five in the back yard at one time. 

Ellen: So you were not only into giving lectures, being president but you were also chief 
cook and bottle washer, food preparer all at the same time. 

Alice: You’re darned right! Another example of chief cook and bottle washer, Park 
Service had 110 employees. Each year it was up to one person to be host. I had to be host 
to 110 people so we split the group into forty- five people for three days in a row. That 
was all the tables and chairs that I could arrange for. I had to fix food enough for the three 
days. Again, this had become customary with entertaining the paleontologists and the 
geologists that we had visit over and over. I even listened to some of their conversations. 

There was a paleontologist from Edmonton, Canada, I don’t remember his name, 
Ted had written a book here on dinosaurs. It was written for children, the first one that 
had ever been written for children. It was a second grade level. It is Dinosaurs At Home. I 
do have the copy write and I have an original copy of the book and then a copy of a later 
printing. Edna Raines was the second grade teacher up at Maeser Elementary. She read 
the book to her second grade class and they all understood it clearly. In other words, it 
was a book that the Dinosaur National Monument sold for a good many years before they 
started getting other persons books. 

There wasn’t any text except at the college level, not even high school level. 
Some of these like Dr. Colbert wrote one for a high school level. There are others that 
have come up with darling books but Ted was the first one to think in terms of a child’s 
level. 
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Ellen: What frustrates me is that they have changed the names of the dinosaurs. We used 
to have the brontosaurs, and stegosaurs and tyrannosaurs. I know you can’t change this 
but why did they have to do this? 

Alice: They are also, now this is fallacy, their also saying about the tail of the dinosaur 
going up in the air, this is not so because of the bone structure. There is no way, Ted and 
I discussed all of these things over and over again, this is why I say that I can give a 
comprehensive talk on this because of discussing things like this and knowing why they 
are coming up with false allegations about various traits of the dinosaurs. Not only their 
skins and the circulation in their cells, the tail level, they keep saying they had to walk in 
water because they were too big. This is not so because you see, I am quoting Ted now, 
“When you see elephant tracks all along the shore, in and out of the water, we know darn 
well that their carrying their own weight, they don’t have to walk in the water so that the 
water supports them.” They don’t float when they get in the water. You see why Ted and 
I would talk these things over. 

Paleontologists would come up with something or other that would give them 
notoriety. It not be true. There are still things going on out there, some of these new 
names and allegations that they are saying like “Oh, they found this and it’s older than 
this” Horseshit!! because again Smithsonian, the dinosaurs in the Smithsonian where do 
you get that idea. It was one of my favorite methods of explaining or misexplaining their 
allegations by going out to the quarry. You look at little lizard, he stays on four feet, he 
doesn’t get up on his hind feet unless somebody scares him. If somebody scares him then 
he is up on his hind feet but he doesn’t keep his tail in the process. He gets up on his hind 
feet and then puts his tail up in the process and then he JUMPS! GIANT JUMPS!! But 
they don’t do that with their tail. When you see this little lizard with the simpler skeletal 
structure [is able to do much more than the dinosaurs]. I am just utterly mad because they 
are keeping the tail in the air out there on that skeleton. There is no way, they had no 
muscle to prove that that skeleton [dinosaur] did that. They only had the skeleton and it 
doesn’t say that. 

Ellen: With the things that are happening now at the quarry, what are your feelings? 
What would your husband think? 

Alice: He would be heartbroken. He told them. I told you he was a geologist. Bentonite 
is an element in the sandy soil that will absorb moisture, any kind of moisture, it swells. 
As it dries out, the sandy grit goes back down in size. He told them right off the bat, to 
seal the soil under that floor or the ground that the floor was going on. They ignored it. 

Later on, the parking lot outside started this up and down and cracking. Max 
Rasmussen, who was doing paving at that time, came out to do the parking lot. Ted told 
him to seal it because of the Bentonite underneath the pavement. He sealed it and the 
parking lot is still in good order. There is nothing wrong with the parking lot. 

What they have got to do is take the whole building except for the two walls, the 
one going this way and the glass one back, and take the whole building out. Seal the floor 
and then build again, millions of dollars, and they could have saved that. He would be 
heartbroken and then he would be angry because he told them. He said it over and over 
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again earlier. When there were problems with the furnace because of the moisture 
underneath, anyway they had to put a new furnace in there. The building started to crack 
in the offices, he said, “I told you why and there is nothing you can do about it now.” 
You can’t even dig underneath that, pull that out and seal it and leave the building intact. 
You can’t even do that! They have got to get rid of the building except for the upper 
walls. You need to brace the upper walls while rebuilding underneath them. They tell me 
that they are going to take all of the offices out and move down on the flat so that all 
you’ll have is a view area. They are claiming that such and such old buildings were down 
there on the flat when they were not. They were not there when I came and they weren’t 
there years before. 

I had Josie, well the building they say that was Douglass’s house was not. Never 
was. There never was any proof on the ground that there was a building there. Other 
structures they say were there, history say not. Boone MacKnight used to work for us. I 
also had well Boone’s father, Crawford, would share with us what was not. There was 
just a lot of inconsistencies. I volunteered to go out there and do a tour talk. They were 
asking for volunteers. I suggested that I can do this and I can tell them all these other 
things but I said, “What do I do about the allegations that are false.” They didn’t ask me 
to come. 

Ellen: So what about the building that Tobe Wilkins worked in? 

Alice: You remember the, do you have a picture of the old CCC building that were there 
ever? The only building that were ever there other than were CCC buildings. As you 
come over the hill going right up to the quarry you had a little flat, right about here. You 
had a house which was the old CCC infirmary and off to the left you had the storage shed 
barn and workshop for the park service. Boone used to work there. Tobe and Jim worked 
there later. 

When I came I lived in the CCC infirmary, which had been turned into a house, 
in 1958. That storage shed was there eight years before that plus ten years after. They 
used that as a workshop. Douglass had a lot of machinery there. It was a workshop. It was 
also storage for the tools for excavating and stuff by Douglass as he was digging and 
putting on caravans to go out. That is what that shed was. There was also, as far as water 
was concerned, there were two springs up behind that CCC building that provided water 
for my house and for the people down below. That was culinary water cause it was pure. 
They couldn’t get any water from the flat that was humanly possible to drink. 

Ellen: What were they doing with the CCC building at that time? Why did the CCC 
build the camp there? Was it part of Douglass’s exploration? 

Alice: Not exploration ever, but Douglass hauled a lot of stuff out of there. They had to 
dig into the face of that and had a lot of stuff to take away and dump. Well, when he got 
down to the fossils, then they were plastered up so they would not break and loaded in 
wagons to the train at Watson. From there they were taken east to a museum. 

Douglass came from the Carnegie Museum and that is where they were taken. 
Things were plastered up shipped out on wagon and went back east. They say that he 


Page 24 of 28 



found the quarry up there. He did not find that quarry. He was sent up there from 
Carnegie to gather but he was not the one to find it. 

Ellen: Okay, who do you think found it or do you know? 

Alice: Number One. Roger Francke’s grandfather, Charlie Neal [C. J. Neal] knew there 
were fossils there. Crawford MacKnight knew they were there. Another fellow from 
Jensen knew they were there. They told Douglass where to find it. 

When 1 left home, as far as my occupation, 1 went to work for Woolworth’s in 
Tacoma Park and 1 was manager of the China and Kitchenware in Woolworth’s. 1 was to 
manage and 1 got a commendation at one of our committee meeting for the best managed 
department in the store. You had to order and maintain the merchandise. You had to 
know what you were doing and display it properly. 

Also, again two jobs, right underneath that was a dispatch headquarters for taxi 
cabs. Now back then you had what they call taxi cab stations where cabs would line up 
and you had also home service. So you had people calling in and to be picked up. It was 
my job as dispatcher to receive the call and give it to the first cab in line. 1 did that in 
Tacoma Park and later on during the war I did it in College Park, Maryland, for a 
company out there because they had heard of my job here. It was a long distance to go 
and they needed me so badly that they came and picked my up and then brought me 
home. The needed me. 

Ellen: They wanted you! They not only needed you but they wanted you. 

Alice: So I worked out at College Park for years also. Referring back to page eight 
information — the owner also had a theatre and all of these actors. Yma Sumac was a 
beautiful singer. She was one of the people that came in. Spanish dancers and Flamingo 
dancers came there. I also worked in a Greek Restaurant. 

The head of the Union, of the miners union, I think his name was George Meany. 
He was an ornery old soul. I seemed to be such a good waitress and served him like he 
wanted to that he only wanted me to wait on him. I thought that was a high compliment 
because the miners under him did so much more than they have ever done since. That old 
ornery man got a lot for his people. 

Before the space program ever started, we had in our back dining room we had 
twelve men meet. They were all aviators. This one man, he is the one who started the 
space program. You probable have the name of the man who started the space agency. 
This elderly elegant man was there and this was the beginning of NASA and I got to wait 
on this group. It wasn’t until the next day when they came back that I overheard what 
their new title was going to be. At first, I was busy waiting on them and getting them 
what they wanted in a little Greek restaurant in Washington D. C.. Anyway, I knew this 
guy and he would come back to the restaurant and want me as his waitress. It was such a 
special thing. 

Ellen: It sound like you have been on the ground floor for a lot of happenings. You’ve 
seen a lot of things happen. I’m impressed. 
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Alice: Also, when I came here I became close friends with Josie Morris and her son, 
Crawford and his wife, and the Mantels and the Chews and many more. They were still 
alive and living on Dinosaur National Monument. I even was at the Mantle home and 
went into the little school before it was stripped. She had little desks. This school was 
against the mountain in a cave. She showed me the desks and the chalk board. To see that 
now it is gone. 

Also, as a wedding gift the head of all the roads and trails down at the quarry took 
Ted and I on a truck trip across the Yampa Bench when it was nothing but a two-track 
road. 

Ellen: How many hours did that take? 

Alice: All day. We stopped half way across and went out on a black peak and you could 
see for miles. We went clear over to, well where the garage was for maintaining the 
Colorado highways and there was a restaurant, well we went past that and came up and 
around and back to Vernal, even the old Mantle ranch. I got altitude sickness afterward 
but it was well worth it. I enjoyed it. To hear about their thinking about fifteen years ago 
they were going to make that trail complete and they still haven’t done anything. I feel 
sad that they haven’t given money to the park service for fixing that road because there is 
so much back there to see and even at Hilltop, we used to have a ranger and his wife sit 
on hill to about half way across all summer long. The gym teacher, Lester Nelson, was 
also a summer ranger. It is so hard for me to remember names because it was so long ago. 
Even to know all of the people that were there and the land that was back in there and the 
ranchers and who had what ranch was great. 

Josie and I loved quilting and I have a couple of them hanging around here. She 
liked little patches and didn’t want big patches, so whatever scraps I had left over from 
my quilting I gave to Josie. Josie loved them and made quilts. Actually before she passed 
away, when she was found in front of the fireplace by Crawford, not the girl, and taken 
out of there, somebody knew that she had been removed from there and they went in 
there and ransacked that whole cabin. I have been watching for some of these old quilts 
and if I see patches of fabric that I know that came from me because I got them from the 
east cost, the National Fabrics, that nobody else could have gotten out here I am 
definitely going to report them as someone that is connected to that robbery. Crawford 
was just utterly sick and they wouldn’t tell Josie, they wouldn’t let her know that that 
place had been stripped. They would not let Josie go back to her home and she stayed at 
Crawford’s. Later on, she was able to go to Belle’s in Salt Lake City. She and I were 
personal friends and the Chews. Hoyle Chew’s wife was a school teacher from New 
England. She gave me a welcome party down there in Jensen along with Roberta Karren. 
I had two welcome parties down in Jensen, introducing me to the community. They had 
the second house down that little slope and Haslem’s sister lived down there also. She 
had peacocks. 

Ellen: Was this Joe Haslem’s sister? 

Alice: I can see her face. She was in American Legion with me for years and years. I just 
can’t remember her name. This is not old age; I have been like this all my life. This is a 
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birth defect. She was an old maid. No one could get along with her. She was tall and 
slender like Joe. 

Amy Lube was a granddaughter of Josie’s. I didn’t have to go to work at the time; 
I just needed something to do. I had become proficient in knitting and crocheting before 
working there and I helped many with their knitting problems they would have and would 
even have them come back later on. Here again with the names, he was a cancer survivor 
and climbed Mt. Everest [Pike’s Peak] but I helped her with her knitting. She had a 
disability, kind of a memory defect. I’m going to be nasty. There are certain disabilities 
that wives get when men want to eat them all the time. She was showing me that very 
very symptom. Sexually he wanted it orally. It takes its affect on women’s mentality. I 
have known people with this; I know what I am saying. It is not a rumor. She gave me all 
kinds of symptoms of this over and over again. He was that kind of an aggressive type 
man. She would start a conversation and just stop in the middle or she would come down 
there and have problems with her knitting and need help or say “I have forgotten how to 
do this.” He just died two or three years ago. 

Ellen: You probably gave her comfort. 

Alice: Then later on when I quit there, she joined a craft club and they started actually 
spinning the wool and making fabric. I know the minute her name would come right there 
and say oh yes that’s the person. I think he only died two ago. She may even be living 
with the lady paleontologist, Sue Ann Bilbey. Her husband is their child. Sue Ann 
Bilbey’s husband is their child by another marriage. 

In fact, Bilbey went to the mountain with him the last three years because he was 
failing a little bit. He wanted to go so bad on that survivor trip thing. Later on the name 
will come. I can remember everything else except the damn name. This is not old age, I 
have been like this all my life, this is a birth defect. This is all the notes that I had. I have 
covered everything. 

Ellen: Can you think of anything else that you would like to say. You have given me so 
much advice. I do want to tell you that I never noticed in the paper until I started working 
in the history center that about the time that you started taking an active part into our 
community that was the time when women got named. They were no longer Mrs. So and 
So in the newspaper. There first names were used to identify them. 

Alice: William Wallis and I had extra special respect for each other. It could have been 
that Mr. Wallis transferred this same respect to his son about his pride in that women 
were able to do things. Mr. Wallis was in favor of this. The surprise to me on thinking 
that was because he was one of the counsel in the church. For him to be in favor and 
approve of that was again like I said, I loved the man. 

Mr. Wallis was a wonderful guy. Even when the LDS missionaries kept coming, 
there was one woman right behind True Value, that old McNaughton home, a chunky 
elderly lady and she was a visiting teacher and insisted upon doing a talk. Well, I told her 
over and over again that I was not LDS, but I would be glad to talk to her but I did not 
want to discuss religion. She said, “This is what I have to do.” I said, “Not with me you 
don’t.” I finally told him and he took my name off from the list so I did not have LDS 
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visitors come to my home any longer. I didn’t mind the little missionaries coming. The 
missionary boys, as I said I read the books and I know what they were supposed to be 
reading and what they were saying and I would ask them questions they could not 
answer. It wasn’t a case saying, “I don’t want to hear it.” I knew what they were saying. 
Anyway, he said, “I understand exactly and I know the lady you’re talking about. I will 
see that your name gets taken off and it was. I don’t even have missionaries call me to 
this day. They just pass by. I didn’t know that could be done, that your name could be 
taken off. Well, we need to look for the count fair stuff downstairs. 

Ellen: We have talked along time would you rather do that another day. 

Alice: I know we have and I suggest the idea of remembering special occasions and 
taking that page out and presenting it that way. 
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